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February            11, 2009, Washington, DC-             Rep. Herseth Sandlin, Co-Chair for Administration, and more than 40            other members of the Blue Dog Coalition met with President Barack Obama            in the White House State Dining Room last night to discuss the need            for long-term fiscal reform, including ways to balance the budget and            bring much-needed accountability to the federal government. During the            meeting, Herseth Sandlin outlined the goals of the Coalition and expressed            their desire to form a meaningful and constructive partnership with            the President and his Administration to move the country toward a path            of fiscal responsibility.

“We appreciated            the opportunity to talk with the President about the Blue Dogs’ long-term            fiscal priorities,” said Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin. “I’m optimistic            that the Blue Dogs will continue to work with the President in a strong            partnership to ensure that the federal government has the kind of long-term            budget enforcement tools that are necessary to reduce our national debt            and stabilize our economy in the long run.” Herseth Sandlin raised a            number of issues directly with the President, including the importance            of an upcoming Fiscal Responsibility Summit hosted by the Administration,            accountability and transparency in how the federal government spends            taxpayer dollars, and an entitlement commission. 

Under the leadership            of Rep. Herseth Sandlin in the 111th Congress, the Blue Dog Coalition            successfully passed legislation to ensure greater oversight of how taxpayer            money is being spent and weed out waste, fraud and abuse. H. Res. 40,            which passed on January 14th, requires each standing committee to hold            at least three hearings a year on the topic of waste, fraud, abuse and            mismanagement in the agencies under its jurisdiction. The legislation            requires further hearings if it is determined that an agency’s books            are not in order or if an agency is listed as “high risk” for waste,            fraud, abuse or mismanagement. 
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